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changing Social Dimensions of Indian Socjety <
Afanasy Nikitin’s Writings i Silige
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India has a long history of civilization and its development. [t hag always been 4 ¢
attraction for various forcigners, travelers” scholars & explorers since ancient times, fjl“g:'”hc ’
cultural relations is not a matter of some year’s cfTorts. It has been noted that different : mz?'
of people like monks for spreading religion, traders for commercial purpose haye travc‘:ylll):rj
throughout central Aslan states 1n stormy geograp h.xc':al ot ks [hse S e
explored India and it's every aspects of society, political system, administration an e
ance. ruling of economy, various cultures and traditions, systems into their raye| log and
other written sources. Preserving these records was started since the visit of Afanasy Nikitin's
to India by filling up the lacuna of documentation. These significant sources not only belpin
i historical records through documents but also they provide a strong foundation in
nurturing the various relationships of nations even today with their historical egacy.

Afanasy Nikitin — The 1% Russian Traveler
One such traveler of medieval India Afanasy Nikitin is considered to be the first Russian
traveler to visit India. He was a merchant of Tver City which is a beautiful place where two
small rivers meet the great Volga and very famous for the trade and commercial practices in
ancient time. As far as his journey to India is concerned, some historians have confusion about
the starting of his journey either in 1466 and some believe in 1468. He started his journey
from Shirvan (the territory in modern Azerbaijan) to Dagestan. From there he travelled to
Persia (today’s Iran) where he stayed for one year. Later from there he travelled to India
and he spent three years in India. Within India also Afanasy Nikitin 1* landed at Gujarat
and from then he travelled to southern India and later to Sri Lanka. «In the spring of 1469,
Nikitin undertook a 6 week voyage on a frail ship across the Arabian Sea and first saw the
Indian mainland in Gujarat, where he purchased indigo. He continued his journey by sea
from Cambay before arriving in Chaul, a village that is in Maharashtra’s Raigad district»'.
His visit to India witnessed the reign of Bahamani Sultanate. When he reached India that
time the local ruler was a Muslim, who was ruling under Bahamani king Muhammad Shah [IL.
He also took note of Malik et-Tuzzar which stands for the post of Prime Minister of specific
arca who was very powerful. Nikitin has visited the major cities including Gulbarga and Bidar
which possessed the status of capitals. His visit to India proved very important landmark in
documenting the life of people and social picture. Also it becomes important in the sense
[}f"" Afanasy Nikitin became the 1# Russian traveler to visit India even before the Vasco Da
;’;2‘3 S”'S ’imprf:ssion_about India was well documented in his book itled *Voyage E‘Sc:\'lonr(f
of lntliaﬁd? : _7,1"5 particular book gets lot of signiﬁcangc as it reveals mtonumlnoq o‘l l::xlu;
disic z?l;ml system, abqul trflde’and occupation pf pcpplc. certain cultura u[s‘[:icctm“; i
A lhrzws nlt fhm'gs In spite of being a merc!mnt his writings and.annotat‘non gt : séh(;lar
sl Clear lights on his obscrvation skills. He was not philosopher, not
© could analyzed what he observed and documented in his book.
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Reﬂectlon_oflndnan Society in Afanasy Nikifi o o

The medieval India was consisted by various dynasties . q 'lhn’s Writ:
of Afanasy Nikitin it can be mentioned that he travelled ;n o
across the Muslim kingdoms. The powerful among thcse(l)csi:y
g

Kingdom.
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Royalty
While describing the palace of sultan he mentioned the bea

through it. The palace was fretted by the work of precious st;“y -
Inside the palace it was decorated by various vessels. While hi"ﬁ.an :
Bidar palace he states the richness by mentioning that it has 7 gi&;mlghnng the beay .
gate 100 armed guards were standing for protection. Afanasy Niki(iﬁm_cs Where op each
{o get to know that in spite of having infantry and cavalry thc: Muslim :];15 ﬂls'o Supriseq
Probably there he gave reference of palanquins which was surrour;ded by f:;sr::c 0 mep

7 7 ANy Ruar

dChnesS mﬁ
d painteq in gog

Social classes & Inequalities
Medicval Indian .kingdom witnessed agn’culturc being mostly practiced by cop
people as an occupation and as a source of livelthood. Related to the agriculture he mm
the reference of landlords. Apart from king. and his officers the socicty was di\‘ificd\::?
different castes and religion. While categornizing the dutics performed by the Bmhminz
ing Vedas and discharging their religious duties. «As doctors,
and historians, they sometimes came in contact with rich and
ree to put the chamn of slavery upon themselves,
From this we could recognized the caste

he limits it to only study

astrologers, philosophers
strong men. However, Brahmins did not ag

defying all promises of great gifis and honors»”

system imbibed within socicty.
One complexity comes here to understand the cconomic gap between people and the

king or even the ruling class in general. Nikitin has described that the other administrative
officers and the ruling class were rich however the common people were poor and suffering

form accomplishing their basic needs.

Slaves
<uch evils also existed in Indian society where people ¥
women, small children, and male 1n ma
capacity and beauty in the eX¢

elling and purchasing them i
zed for several dom

ho bave

With the prosperity rket for

Jost in war were made slaves. There were
selling. Their prices were depending on their qualities,
of tankas and dirhams. Also there were markets for s
rates were different for slaves. After their purchase they were utili

and military purposes.
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Religion and Its Impacts _
nvert him onth of

avoided several moves t0 €0 g in the
changed his name as Khoja Yusuf Khorasani for staying and also fla_;le il for b ®
Ramzan and follows other practices. Though he did this still it was ! f ralmmd
he has a GOd and

. e el

follow this practice as by faith he was a follower of Cmsti@g. «Butrevc 00 :
As for the true faith, God alone knows it, and the true faith 15 0 beli gid found cer®

{0 invoke His name in purity in every pure place — he declared»”-

A devout Christian, he tactfully
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fween Russian orthodox ("hrisli:ms and the Ind;
. wiiling he has also mcnlu'mcd that Hindu com
Lo ‘1‘ 'ilk (o him than the Muslim. They did not hid
‘ :"W like catings: praying. tbing ‘q”’"‘c"‘i"ﬂ clse, and also they di
B wives o put m;_\' restrictions on lthc'm m'comc in front of any forcigner. Afan
B tho i :\'c the different scets within Hindu religion, Thege people s
:h;fc\. pave faith. They performed prayers on time especially idols of 4
god "mnu"“;“- Also they considered cow as a mother and ox as their fa ther. Co
"\‘wcd as a fuel for cooking.
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Social Custom

However, people who have different faiths they don’t cat or drink together. In this matter
even inter sects marriagcs arc not allowcd.' Even the food habits were changed accordin
1o changes in food habits about the ycgctanan and non-vegetarian food. This also depends
on beliefs. Hindus ate non vcg_etanz}n food except beef. Rice, vegetables and milk made
food were the common ingredients in food. With the same about documenting certain re-
cords of social conditions he also wrote that everyone go naked in India. Women also go
barcheaded and bare breasted. Small children till the age of 7 were roaming bare feet but
still physically they were strong. One notable thing which he mentioned on one side about
the barcheaded condition of the pcople, at the same time he also mentions the wearing of
gold omaments. It is analyzed by some scholars that while going down to Southern India,
the intensity of heat increases. So people wear scanty clothes. Probably because of this
Nikitin would have considered Indians roaming as naked as such. He also mentions the
poverty and high density of population.

While mentioning about the social practices he also mentioned about the trade practices.
Being a merchant he focused on visiting commercial areas of exchanges. Among that promi-
nently he described the trade of spices, diamonds and gold. Wealth and elephants were the
symbols of richness of the empire and also sometimes the reasons for the conflicts to extend
the empire. So this social picture depicted by Afanasy Nikitin in his famous book about the
Indian society and its various aspects proved very important source of study for excavating
the realities of that time. However, with changing time and circumstances the situations
of society have changed to a greater extend. From medieval time till contemporary period
social issues have transformed to a greater extent. The social system consisted with_thc
caste, religious factors, mode of occupations, its faith and beliefs, even the food pmcpces
have changed. Following are the recent social issues of significance in contemporary umes
which differentiates modern society from medieval time. o .

With reference to the Afanasy Nikitin’s writing changing dimensions ot s_ocml muca ot
Indian society in contemporary time are stated as following. These are the issues c\_h‘lll‘?&:
during medieval Indian society but with changing time the issues have transformed a lo
which are mentioned below.

Poverty
In the medieval period the poverty was a major phenome
of opportunities 1o earn more wealth dug to certain customs une i
Porary social system poverty do exists. But the reasons and its paramete

non with inequality and lack

{ limitations. [n contem-
rs have changed.



This issuc requires different arlglcs tg get solutiqns. This issug js bccn;;c- ‘ 'Wtujenbut
with changing dimensions during various dynastics. Howevcr in modep, tin?ﬂus Pt
exist and impose a challenge to the government to crafh‘cate poverty or 5 ICC alsg jy dog
it. For reducing poverty various measures have been 1{1!t_|atcd by the dj ﬂ‘crcmafl to Mg
and they are still continued. But the reasons for remaining poor anq being pot(:Vernmcnt
different from medieval time. e Qi
Kingship and Modern Government
The type and nature of government matter in terms of evolution
plays the crucial role in creation of opportunities which cphances
Medicval Indian socicty witnessed the rigid and conservative pract
tlements to some privileged groups or sections. Later period witnes
by colonial masters by coming here. As India has its own struggle
various diverse groups also have their own stories of gaining rights and Privileges fy,
which they have fought. «The political independence has also led to major change,
in social structurc of our society and its system of authority by abolishing the feuds|
systems of zamindari, jagirdari, and the princely states»*. These changes are remarkable
which had transformed millions of lives for their better future. As far as protection of
rights of mostly vulnerable sections Constitution allowed positive discrimination. [y
earlier social system which was very rigid and conservative doesn’t allow such drastic
changes easily by other strata of society. So the role of government and constitution
proved to be very pivotal.
Another feature of medieval Indian society which explained by Nikitin is of grand
royalty of kings and their dynasties. In contemporary society such system does not exist.
So treating one person at the cost of another person’s ri ghts or just making them inferior

for your personal services is stopped now or rather it means violating their rights isa
matter of offense.

rsOCiﬂ a
'the life OfPEOpIc
IcCs ofrights cnti:
sed rights Chjoyeq
for independence’

St

: g Prising, it doe )
attached to affluence in India is particularly nogap)e AS Seem that the instrymental value

Trends Survey, 58 percent of Indians measyre Success onctcl:)riing 1o the 2013 [psos Global
global average was 34 percent»®, € basis of whay they own — the
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Women’s Sensitivity

;“Durillg ancicent times issucs_ of vyomcn Wf:rC n.cglcctcd or they did not get separate
tentions. However with ch.angmg time and §1tuatlon fo?us on 'women’s issues increased
9 greater extent. Issues like gc‘ndcr cqu.al'lly, .cxcrcxsmg their rights, exploitations of
vomen and their safety and sccur}ty are gz.u!]mg‘lmportancc. Today women are setting up
eat records. «A gradual change is now visible in modern-day India, and this can be seen
: ;, large cities. Women now have diverse professions as doctors, engineers, entrepreneurs,
silots, taxi drivers and police officers. They have found employment in fields that have been
*diﬁonally considered male-dominated»®. This drastic change in position of women is not
2 result of one day or even a onc ycar. It took several years to come out of this conservative
social system. «Girls are the world’s most squandered gift. They are precious human beings
“th enormous potential but across the world, they are generally the last to have their basic
met & 1% to have their basic rights denied»’. There are many schemes which try to

ek the women empowerment from the government side and various NGOs.

Approaches to Social Problems
‘Besides these issues mentioned above there are other severe and several issues that are

i

| existing in society and putting great challenges to the humankinds in general. The nature
: p:fcrimes now became the individual oriented nut having concern of social and commu-
' mitarian impacts. Problems of child abuse, drugs trafficking, and issues of senior citizens.
‘health and sanitation, education come under the broad arena of social issues. With the same
increasing corruption, prostitution, degradation of environment, rapes and violation against
- women, cyber crimes are of great importance in modern time. Such problems were not
| addressed expressively in ancient or medieval time. There might be eftorts for development
but these efforts were not made for all strata of society. Unfortunately in certain parts of
 Indian society such things repeat with some sections. However, the numbers have declined
- and the society has transformed.
- For this remaining roots of social evils reaction
» LGatter as they see to it with different approaches. As the issues are becoming
 Impacts are wide, the mechanism to solve these wide range social issues needed to be strengthe-
ned. There has to be collective efforts for spreading social awareness, fulfilling duties ;}nd
."’A'csPOnSibilitics. Various agencics of government are working on multiple missions and policy
Programs for their successful implementation. Also with modern and sophisticated lwhl'tlex\g'
individuals at their personal level can fight for gaining their rights back with support of li“ti
ha The society which was observed by Afanasy Nikitin has transformed to & g“‘-am-ct&fl,
',’;"?Wth lots of changes imbibing into it and witnessed many dimensions that are quite d"'l'tl\-w:\
ﬁ'om the medieval period. However one cannot deny the role of writings of Alanasy l\;ll -l»“it
1dn history of exploring realities of India when it was unknown (o all other cnunll‘r'l'c; i:u:)ns
| ’_'“:gil::la?’scof?dal' rol.c i". fcshaping the earlier India-USSR and today’s India Russta ek
great significance.

s of people, individuals and govermnment
personal but
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